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A Course Portfolio is an effective tool for self-reflection and

professional growth. The role of reflection has been described
repeatedly in studies of teacher effectiveness (Stronge, 2002).

Portfolios at their best are more than collections of teaching
artifacts...; they include analysis and reflection; they put forward an
argument, make a case, summarize and explain an inquiry into teaching
and learning (Cerbin, 2001).
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Hallahan, D., Kauffman, J. & Pullen, P.(2012). Exceptional learners (An introduction to
special education, 12" edition, USA: Pearson Education. Inc.
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Homework: 2

Introduction to Visual Impairment / Dr. Rodaina AlTarawneh.

Early Intervention of Children with visual impairment

Early intervention services give specialized support to children and families
in the early years (from birth to school entry). This support might include

special education, therapy. counselling, service planning and help getting
universal services like kindergarten and child care.

Early Intervention Services

The Early Intervention Programs offer a variety of therapeutic and support
services to eligible infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families,
including:

Family education and counseling, home visits, and parent support groups,
special instruction, speech pathology and audiology. occupational therapy.
physical therapy. psychological services, service coordination, nursing
services, nutrition services, social work services, vision services, and assistive
technology devices and services.

Early Intervention Programs (Projects) of children with visual
Impairment.

A) INSITE
B) VIISA

Project INSITE began in 1981 to meet the needs of voung children with vision
impairments and multiple disabilities (including hearing loss) and their families. A
service delivery model, curriculum manual, and training model were developed to
address the needs of this population of children.

Project VIISA began in 1990 to meet the needs of young children with blindness or

vision impairment without other disabilities and their families. A curriculum manual
and training model were developed to address the needs of this population of children.
VIISA has a course that focuses on working with infants and toddlers in early
intervention home-based programs and a course on preschoolers in center-based
settings.




Blindness and vision impairment

11 October 2018

Key facts

Globally, it is estimated that approximately 1.3 billion people live with some form of vision impairment.

« With regards to distance vision, 188.5 million people have mild vision impairment, 217 million have
moderate to severe vision impairment, and 36 million people are blind (1).

« With regards to near vision, 826 million people live with a near vision impairment (2).

« Globally, the leading causes of vision impairment are uncorrected refractive errors and cataracts.
« Approximately 80% of all vision impairment globally is considered avoidable.

= The majority of people with vision impairment are over the age of 50 years.

Definitions

The International Classification of Diseases 11 (2018) classifies vision impairment into two groups, distance and near
presenting vision impairment.

Distance vision impairment:

Mild — presenting visual acuity worse than 6/12
Moderate — presenting visual acuity worse than 6/18
Severe — presenting visual acuity worse than 6/60
Blindness — presenting visual acuity worse than 3/60

Near vision impairment:

« Presenting near visual acuity worse than N6 or M.08 with existing correction..

A person’s experience of vision impairment varies depending upon many different factors. This includes for example,
the availability of prevention and treatment interventions, access to vision rehabilitation (including assistive products

such as glasses or white canes), and whether the person experiences problems with inaccessible buildings, transport
and information.

10
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